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Cody,—Di'al)a lancoolata in Ottawa District 


larity of “taxa” perhaps is syinptonuitic of two things: the 
appalling modern American eagerness to conform, and the 
chance to feel oneself a classical scholar of sorts without havnng 
to put forth any effort. Probably the most extreme example' 
of an attempt to create the appearance* of scholarship withe)ut 
any learning is the International Code eef Zoological Nomencla¬ 
ture, the maje)r portion of which now consists of “push-l)utte)n” 
instructions (often contradie'tory, freepiently incorrect, rarely 
indicativ'e of literary taste or understan'tling) abe)ut T.,atin anel 
Greek name's, for the)se igne)rant of ('lassical language's anel, 
one must a.ssume, obstinate al)OUt not trying to learn. The 
practical unworkability of the multituele e)f instructiejns has 
long been painfully evident in ze)ole)gie'al pul)lications. It is 
obvious to anyeme who tries to reael through them, but apparently 
hardly anyone really eloes. It is a pity that be)tanists are ne)t 
better aceiuainted with the Zoolejgical C'oele; they woulel ap- 
pree'iate the great superiority of their own. Se)me ejf the worst 
features of the zoological one are persistently offered for incor¬ 
poration in the botanical. Among tlu'.se ar(' proposals to lay 
down rigid regulations about the handling of Greek and Latin, 
of which the prescribed plural “taxa” is a minor example. It 
is neither necessary nor at all desirable to lay down a botanical 
(or zoological) law for all tiu' minutiae. One cannot escape 
the fact that a certain amount of literarv taste will alwavs be 

V « 

involved. Experience has already shown the impo.ssibility of 
strict regimentation. 

So:—long live taxons, whatc'ver the kind! " Lloyd 11. Shix- 

NEKS, SOUTHEHX METHODIST INIVEHSITV, DALL.\S O, TLX AS. 


Duaba laxoeolata IX THE OTTAWA DisTKK’T.' Oil Mav 23, 
1947, three immatun' specimens of an unknown >ij)('cies of 
Draba were collected on tIu' fac(' of the Pre-C'ambrian escarp¬ 
ment about t('n miU's northwi'st of the city of Ottawa. Up 
until this time only t.he ('asily recognized Draba nemorosa L. 
had been known in the vicinity of Ottawa. This, then, was a 
species new to the district, but final idi'iitification of the imma¬ 
ture specimens was not po.ssible. 

It was not until July 0, 195(1, that an opportunity arose to 

1 Contribution No. 1582 from the Botany and Plant Pathology Division, Science 
Service. Canada n<»partnient of Ai^riculture Ottawa. Ontario. 
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revisit the site. This time a sufficient number of mature plants 

to mak(' .s(iV(U‘al herbarium sheets were ol)tainecl. The denselv 

% ^ 

stellate-paiiiiose piibes(*en(*e on the valv(\s of the mature fruit 
served to help identify the s|)ecies as Draha lanceolata Hoyle. 

Data an* as r()ll(3\vs: QUKiiK(\ (Jatinoaii Couiit-y, Hull 'l^ownsliip, (‘oiic. 
8, lot 2(), hijj:;li on cliff face of south faciii^^ escarpnuuit just west of Kin^ Moun¬ 
tain, Dorr, (Uuhf d* lireittifuj 47 HT) (dao); saint' locality, very ran' in moist 
crevices and in dry moss patclu's on optai fact's t)f Prt'-Cambrian ro(*k, ca. 
600 feet altitude*, Codij S: von Urti,s !K37f) (uAt)). Duplicates of tht* lattt'r 
collection will lx* st'iit to Montrt'al liotanic (lardt'ii, (Iray Herbarium and 
Natural Historv Museum, Stockholm. 


Fernald- f»;ives the ranfj;(' of I), lancrolata as “Xorthei’ii and 
alpine n'gions of Asia and Noi'th America; in America from 
eastern (FicIhh* to Yukon, locally south to Xew Ifiainswick, 
northern X('w Hampshire, noitlu'rn Yermont, Ontario, Michif>;an, 
Wisconsin, Colorado and 1 tah.” ddu' eastern American speci¬ 
mens s(H'n by him are cit('d and a maj) showin<i; their distribution 
is given, ddu* southeiMi Canadian localities gi\('n ai’c Xashwaak 
in XT‘w Brunswick, Mt. St. Picarc', Ific and St. Fabien in the 
Gaspe area of (^uelxa*., and Lion’s Head and Dyer’s Bay in 
Bruce Peninsula, Ontario. 

Mari('-\'ictorin'* states that this plant is relict in his area 
(southern (^luda'c). It is c(‘rtainly veiy rare in the Ottawa 
District since it has not Ixaai located els(nvh(‘re in the vicinity 
in ov(M' s('V(‘nty-five years of l)otanical collecting, and its oc¬ 
currence similarly apj)ears to Ix' i-elict. d'lui site where it occurs 
is at an (‘h'vation of at)out bOt) feet, some 100 




the 

plain th(‘ Ottawa River lialf a mile away. This is just below the 
presuiiK'd maximum level of the Champlain Sea in this area. It. 
would thus appear that I), lanceolata reacluxl th(‘ locality reported 
here via clilfs bordering th(' Champlain Sea. The retreat of that 
sea and tlu‘ subse(|uent iin asion of many mor(' aggre.ssive species 
has re.strict(‘d I), lanceolata, which appaixMitly cannot compete 
with them, to tlie open, almost inacce.ssil)l(‘ faces of the Pre- 
Cambrian (‘scarpment. Similar habitats along this old shoreline 
might reveal other, as y(*t unr(*cordeil, stations for this interest¬ 
ing plant which, in the southern part of it.s range, appears to be 

2 Fernald, M. L. I)ra])a in t<*ini)(‘ratf northeastern America. linoDoiiA 36: 35S. 
1934. 

^ Marie-V'ictorin, Frere, Flore l^aiirentienne. Imprimerie de la Salh*. Montreal. 
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almost completely confined to cliffs and rocky faces which border 
present-day and ancient large liodies of water. 

Draba lanceolata can now he added to the floras of the Ottawa 
District and of western Quebec.—\V. J. Cody. 


Altkkx.\xtheu.\ in VdnoixiA. — Alicrnanthera {Amarantha- 
ceae) is a tropical genus of more than 150 species. Two or three 
species occur in southeastern United States. One of these, 
A. philoxeroides, (Iriseb. {Achijranthes p., (Mart.) Standley), 
is an aggressive weed in moist to wet soil and waterways along 
the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, especially in Louisiana and Mis¬ 
sissippi. It has lieen introduced along some of the TVA Lakes 
in Tennessee. The genus is not listed in Gray’s Manual, 8th 
Ed. It was first recorded in the manual range in southeastern 
Virginia in 1953 as a lawn pest in Hampton, Virginia. It has 
since been found in Princess Anne and Isle of Wight counties, 
Virginia. In Princess Anne County it is a pest in an asparagus 
field. It is believed to have been brought from eastern Carolina 
with asparagus plants. How or when it was introduced into 
Isle of Wight County and Hampton is not known. It is well 
established in both places, especially in southern Isle of Wight 
County where it has become distributed over a field of several 
acres. It is commonly known as alligator weed or by some 
people as alligator grass. It develops short jointed rhizomes 
very freely. When broken or cut into pie(*es each joint can 
develop a plant. C'on.seciuently it is difficult to eradicate. 
Weed killers have been used with varying success. Its control 
is discu.ssed by Martin, A. C., in Improving Duck Marshes by 
Weed C’ontrol, Cir. 19, Fish and Wildlife Service, U. S. Dept, 
of Interior. Specimens have been placed in the Gray Her¬ 
barium—A. B. M.\SSEY, VIHOIXl.A POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE. 








